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Important Titles:

● The Song of  the Loon (1969), by Richard Amory.  
● The Man from C.A.M.P (1966)by Don Holliday 
(pseud. For Victor Banis)

● Finistere (1951) by Fritz Peters
● The Heart in Exile (1956) by Rodney Garland
● Good Night, Gentle Boy (1960) by Aaron Thomas
● $tud (1966) by Phil Andros
● Satin Chaps (1966)by Carl Corley 
● My Brother, The Hustler (1970)by Phil Andros 
● Go Down, Aaron (1967)by Chris Davidson.
● Lights Out, Little Hustler (1968), by Lance Lester. 

Reading Beyond the Closet: The Gay Pulp Tradition and Reader Advisory. 
Matt J. Rohweder

What, exactly, is a gay pulp? 
●1950s through to the 1970s.
●Cheaply made paperbacks  found in drug stores, train or bus stations 
and shops that specialized in pornography.

●Traditionally regarded as pornographic – simply  because they 
depicted characteristics of  a gay lifestyle and the LGBTQ community.

●One of  their biggest draws are the alluring and provocative (often hilariously so) 
covers.

● Often seen as containing self  hate narratives; however, they often acted 
●as guidebooks, helping readers navigate the mysterious and “shadowy” 
world of  the homosexual community.

●It is important to keep in mind that the gay pulps grew out of  more traditional 
pulp novels – the western, the detective pulp, the War pulp and so on. Pulps
generally spun these narratives to depict queer lifestyles. 

●Often underground, community fuelled, lending libraries in the 1950s-1970s

“They are records – albeit fictional and 
reflecting and refracting the tenor and biases 
of  their times – of  how gay men lived, thought, 
desired, loved, and survived.”

- Michael Bronski, Pulp Friction, 
2006. 

Accessibility (or the lack thereof) 
●Between the 1950s and 1970s, access was limited to members of  the LGBTQ
community through small  libraries and bookstores.

●These books have become collectors items. Fetching hundreds and even thousands of  
dollars on the rare-book market. 

●However, because they are seen as records of  LGBTQ history, they 
have become historical items to preserve and protect. Which means they are not 
readily accessible to the public. 

●Pulps are now commonly found in special collections and archives, such as: 
●Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives (Toronto)
●The Ian Young Collection, Thomas Fisher Rare Books Library (Toronto).
●The Closet Library, house at The Pride Library (Western University, London, ON).
●Passions Uncovered, Saskatchewan University, Special Collections (Saskatoon). 
●Gay Pulp Fiction, Brown University Library, Special Collections ( Providence, RI) 

●They are not commonly found in public libraries – and certainly are not available for 
public distribution or consumption. 

●This create a problem for reader advisory. How can we provide access to this diverse set
of  materials even though they are all in non-circulating special collections? 
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Recommending Gay Pulps: From Old to New. 
●The lack of  accessibility to these historic texts presents a significant
problem: how do we provide our users with  access to them? Moreover, 
should we focus only on these historic texts?

●One possibility – send patrons to experience the original pulps in 
archival contexts.  

●Reprints – many LGBTQ publishers have put out reprints of  the most 
recognizable and significant pulp titles: Song of  the Loon(1969), The Man from 
C.A.M.P. (1966), and others. Or Anthologies: Michael Bronski's 
Pulp Friction (2006).

●Non-fiction – if  readers want to get a sense of  the pre-Stonewall era,
which the pulps depict, there are a number of  excellent non-fiction works

●to recommend: David Carter's Stonewall (2010), George Chauncey's 
Gay New York (1995) or Mark Turner's On Queer Street (1997). 

●But most importantly, we should think of  the pulps as being part of  a
tradition of  literature. One that is quite strong today. 

●Dozens of  titles recall the pulp tradition. Many of  which either take up 
a variety of  genres: the western, the mystery, the romance novel...
..the list goes on. (See provided Guide to LGBTQ Contemporary Fiction)

● Others try to recreate the themes and narratives of  the pulps. 
●We should also recommend movies or TV shows that portray similar 
narratives to the pulps: Queer as Folk (2000), Brokeback Mountain (2005),
 eCupid (2011), or Adam and Steve (2005). 

●Recommending such contemporary works would expose readers to similar 
narratives, only these stories might be easier to relate to, furthermore, they
would lessens problems around access. 
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