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This is a short guide to researching GLBTQ literature from the pre-Stonewall Period.  This guide 
is meant to aide student and researchers in exploring early contemporary gay and lesbian 
literature. 
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Guide prepared by: Matt J. Rohweder BA, MA, MI, PhD (ABD)  
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Books. 
There are numerous books on the subject of  gay and lesbian 
literature - ones that focus on specific time periods, certain types of  
genres, certain locations and so on. This list is a to help you become 
familiar with the literature written by gay men and lesbians in the years preceding the Stonewall 
Riots, especially the genre known as the pulp.  
Pulps are defined as cheaply made paperbacks found in drug stores, train or bus stations. Their 
heyday was between the 1950s and the 1970s. They were an underground literary movement 
that expressed many of  the ideas of  the gay rights movement. Studying them allows us to 
understand the history of  this period of  social change. 

Pulps - In Reprint.  
Although many pulps are no longer available, except at special libraries and in archives, there is a 
small selection of  titles available as reprints. 
These titles are an excellent place to start - knowing your primary material is very important  
when you being a research project.  

Richard Amory, Song of  the Loon (1966). Reprint, Arsenal Pulp Press, 2005. 
• Gore Vidal, The City and the Pillar (1948). Reprint Vintage, 2003. 

Ann Bannon, the Beebo Brinker Series. Reprint, Cleis Press. 2002-2006. 
Odd Girl Out (1957) 
I Am a Woman (1959) 
Woman in the Shadows (1959) 
Journey to a Woman (1960) 
Beebo Brinker (1962) 

Fritz Peters, Finistere (1951). Reprint, Arsenal Pulp Press, 2006.  
Valerie Taylor, Whisper Their Love (1957). Reprint, Arsenal Pulp Press, 2006 
Victor J. Banis (published under Don Holliday), The Man From C.A.M.P. (1966). Reprint, MLR 
Press, 2008.  
James Barr, Quatrefoil (1950). Reprint, Alyson Books, 1982.  

Anthologies. 
Essential Anthologies:  

Michael Bronski, Pulp Friction: The Golden Age of  the Gay Male Pulp. St. Martin’s Press, 
2006.  

Containing a number of  excellent examples of  early gay may pulps, along 
with critical commentary. Bronski’s book also includes a comprehensive 
introduction that looks at the history of  the pulps and their relevance today.  
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Katherine V. Forrest, Lesbian Pulp Fiction: The Sexually Intrepid World of  Lesbian 
Paperback Novels, 1950-1965. Cleis Press, 2005 

Much like Bronski’s text, Forrest contains excellent examples of  lesbian pulps, as 
well as an introductory essay looking at the pulps from a historical and literary 
criticism perspective.  

Bryne R. S. Fone. The Columbia Anthology of  Gay Literature; Readings from 
Western Antiquity to Present Day. New York City: Columbia University Press, 
1998. 

This volume provides an excellent overview of  gay literary history.  

Biography/Memoir. 
These are biographies of  men who lived during the pre-Stonewall era, as well through the era of  
gay rights. Many of  them contain stories that can supplement or even advance research on this 
topic.  
• Edmund White, City Boy: My Life in New York During the 1960s and ‘70s. Bloomsbury, 2009.  

• White’s biorgaphy is an excellent example of  this genre - giving a very detailed account of  
the pre-Stonewall era.  

• Justin Spring. Secret History: The Life and Times of  Samuel Steward, Professor, Tattoo Artist, and Sexual 
Renegade. Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2010.  
• Sam Steward was a prolific author of  gay pulps, this biography details his career as an 

author, his work as a gay rights activist, and his experiences during the pre and post 
Stonewall era.  

• Alan Helms, Young Man from the Provinces: A Gay Life Before Stonewall. University of  Minnesota 
Press, 2003.  
• A very good description of  gay life prior to Stonewall.  

• Felice Picano, Art and Sex in Greenwich Village: A Memoir of  Gay Literary Life After Stonewall. Basic 
Books, 2007. 
• Many  of  the authors of  gay pulps novels were living and writing around New York City, this 

book is an excellent resource to those lives and stories.  

Other Books. 
Recently, a lot of  attention has been paid to this early period of  gay and lesbian literature. Here is 
a small sampling of  some of  those works to help you get started with your research.. 
• Gunn, D. W. and J. Hunter. (2013). 1960s Gay Pulps: The Misplaced Heritage. Amherst, MA: 

University of  Massachusetts Press. 
• This is a collection of  essays that looks at a number of  aspects of  the pulp traditions - 

offering a variety of  perspectives, from literary criticism to sociological criticism.  
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• George Chauncey. Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of  the Gay Male World 
1890-1940. Basic Books, 1995.  
• Chauncey’s book examines that development of  gay culture in New York City until the start 

of  the Second World War. This is a great starter resource to understand the community and 
lives of  the men who would eventually become the pulps’ authors.  

• Martin Duberman, Stonewall. Plume Press, 1994. 
• This is one of  the definitive histories of  the Stonewall Riots, and contains a number of  

excellent stories and discussions about pre-Stonewall life for the gay community.  
• David Cater, Stonewall: The Riots that Started the Gay Revolution. St. Martin’s Griffin, 2005.  
• Thomas Waugh, Out/Lines: Gay Underground Erotic Graphics from Before Stonewall. Arsenal Pulp 

Press, 2002.  
• Christopher Bram, Eminent Outlaws: The Gay Writers Who Changed America. Twelve, 2012. 

Articles and Databases. 
Here is a selection of  journals where you might find further information and research on the gay 
pulps and the pre-Stonewall GLBT community. 

GLQ: A Journal of  Gay and Lesbian Studies.  
LGBT Studies 
Women's Studies International 
MLA International Bibliography 

Media/Websites/Libraries. 
There have been a few excellent documentaries on the pre-
Stonewall pulps, as well as a great number of  websites on the topic. Here is a list to help you 
narrow the field as you search.  
• Forbidden Love: Thee Unashamed Stories of  Lesbian Lives. National Film Board. 1992 
• Passions Uncovered: Gay, Lesbian and Transgender Pulps. University of  Saskatchewan. 

http://library2.usask.ca/srsd/pulps/ 
• The Canadian Gay and Lesbian Archives holds a large collection of  these books - and other 

resources - that can be helpful in your research http://clga.ca 
• The Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library holds the Ian Young Collection of  pre-Stonewall 

literature, which is a fantastic resource. http://fisher.library.utoronto.ca/ 

Citing Sources. 
Citing your sources is an essential part of  college research which allows you to acknowledge and 
use the works of  others in your essays, research and assignments. 
Any information (including ideas!) that you did not create yourself  must be credited using a 
citation method - the most popular are APA and MLA. 
Remember to ask your instructor which citation method they would like you to use!
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